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Monday 18th October 2021 
Dear families,  
 
New Classes, pupils, families and a return to class groups 
Welcome back to all our pupils, sorry I have not written before!  It has been ages since I have been able to 
send a ‘normal’ communication to everybody.  It is great to see so many students back at school and 
settled in. 
 
Wellbeing Support 
A reminder that Robyn Gillespie and Helen Salim, are both part time wellbeing support for our pupils.  We 
would encourage you or your child to talk about your concerns and worries so we can effectively support all 
of us to stay healthy and well. 
 
Preventing COVID-19 infection 
I know we are all very worried about COVID-19 and we are all trying to minimise the risk.  If your child is 
unwell, please keep them at home. This is particularly important where they have: 
 

 a high temperature – this means they feel hot to touch on their chest or back (you do not need to 
measure their temperature); 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing 
episodes in 24 hours (if your child usually has a cough, it may be worse than usual); 

 a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste – this means they’ve noticed they cannot smell or 
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal. 

 
We need to ensure we reduce risks of children and staff catching COVID-19 so ensuring you keep your 
child at home if they have any of the above symptoms and getting them tested is really important if that is 
possible. 
 
The Government announced changes for schools so we need to be aware that – just like in wider society – 
individuals are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-19, or 
are a close contact of someone with COVID-19 case, if any of the following apply:  

• they are fully vaccinated 

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months 

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial 

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons 
 
Please, also be aware that we are not longer operating ‘bubbles’ in school.  We are trying to reduce the 
mixing of students generally and assemblies will be with less students.  We are encouraging staff to wear 
facemasks around school but not when working with students in classes.  
 
Many of our pupils are vulnerable and we need to do all we can to ensure we all stay as healthy and safe 
as possible.  Please keep your child at home if they are unwell. 
 
New Pupils  
We have a number of new pupils who have with us and have had a good few weeks in their new school.  I 
would like to welcome all of the children and families to our school.  If you need to speak to me please do 
feel free to contact me. 
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Relish Dinners 
Relish will be providing dinners at school when we get back after half term. 
Abbey School already use them and have said they are absolutely brilliant. They have a 3 week repeating 
menu and we will start at week 1 – what a surprise!  I include a welcome letter and the 3 weeks menus. 
There is a simple website which you can use with your own personal log in if you wish to book your child’s 
dinner.  We can also do the same at school and ensure they have a dinner they will like and tuck into.  We 
are sharing all allergen information and dietary needs to ensure your child doesn’t have anything you would 
not like them to have or can’t have.  It will take us a week or so to get things working well so just bear with 
us through the changes.  If you have any concerns you can speak to us.  If you have any concerns I would 
suggest you communicate with the class team using the week 1 menu and check it will work for your child. 
 
Parent’s Chinwag and Facebook page 
This is a very informal and friendly meeting for parents to discuss whatever is important to you.  If you have 
not been I would recommend you contact Becky Earp and take this opportunity to chat to other parents.  
There is also the ‘parents only’ Facebook page which again is organised by Becky, who is our Parent & 
Carer Ambassador.  
 
School Building Work 
Paul our site manager has been working hard to gradually improve the school building.  Blue class has had 
a big ‘makeover’ and redesign of the space.  I am not sure if you are aware but we also now have a music 
sensory room which creates lights and sounds to movements and noises our students make.  This is very 
popular and is working well. This was jointly sponsored by us and Wooden Spoon Charity.  Last year we 
did a lot of work on our outdoor learning areas and we will continue to develop these this year. 
 
 
David Burdett     
Headteacher 
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